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COUNTY WASTES $406,650 ON 
CAPITAL BORROWING 

County Executive’s refusal to borrow through the Control Board wastes 
taxpayer dollars 

 

 

(Buffalo, New York) – Erie County Comptroller Stefan I. Mychajliw announced the close of 
the sale of the county’s bonds.  Over the past several months there has been disagreement 
between the Legislature and the County Executive over which entity should borrow on 
behalf of the county, the Comptroller or the Erie County Fiscal Stability Authority (Control 
Board).  County Executive Mark C. Poloncarz refused to sign the necessary paperwork that 
would have allowed the Control Board to borrow, forcing the Comptroller to do so.   
 
“Now that the bonds have sold, the true cost of the County Executive’s unfortunate decision 
has come to light.  It was $406,650 more expensive for the county to conduct the borrowing 
than for the Control Board.  Hundreds of thousands of the taxpayer’s dollars were wasted 
on the County Executive’s decision,” said Comptroller Mychajliw.  The higher borrowing 
costs are attributed to the County having a lower credit rating than the Control Board.  “I 
want to be clear that my hands were tied on this decision.  The County Executive forced this 
issue on me.  I did not want to do this,” Mychajliw continued. 
 
The bonds were sold to fund various capital projects, totaling $28,851,784 and Sewer 
District improvements totaling $2,789,666.  Bond term lengths range from twelve to 
fourteen years.  “With few exceptions, this is an annual function the county goes through in 
order to have cash on hand to start capital projects.  The most visible projects are road and 
bridge work, improvements to Ralph Wilson Stadium, classroom upgrades at ECC and an 
investment into a Library Bookmobile,” said Comptroller Mychajliw.  
 
Several of the projects the Administration and Legislature agreed to borrow for are less 
than the $406,650 the County wasted on conducting the borrowing itself.   “Had the County 
Executive chosen not to throw away that $406,650, we could have delivered more to the 
taxpayer,” said Mychajliw.   
 
Earlier this year, the Comptroller released an audit of the Buffalo and Erie County Public 
Library that revealed they had spent over $420,000 on out of town lawyers and lobbyists to 
create their own taxing authority, similar to a school district.  The Comptroller touched on 
this point to highlight another area where borrowing costs could have been reduced.   



 
“Reckless spending of taxpayer dollars is something I work toward stopping.  Today, the 
county borrowed $250,000 to buy the Library a bookmobile.  We are going to pay interest 
on that, and it will end up costing us even more,” said Mychajliw.  Mychajliw continued by 
noting that had the Library not wasted nearly half a million dollars on lawyers and lobbyists 
on a fool’s errand, they could have bought two bookmobiles, had them two years ago, and 
saved the taxpayers money.   
 
The Comptroller concluded by saying, “although the decision to borrow was not my own, 
my team and I did the best we could with a bad situation and worked with our underwriter 
to get taxpayer’s the best deal possible.” 
 
The Comptroller’s Office is expected to receive the cash transfer later today.  Mychajliw and 
his staff will then set up the appropriate capital accounts and fund them so that the projects 
can begin, or in some cases continue, without delay.  Attached is a complete listing of the 
projects. 
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$5,000,000 

 
 
2014 Preservation of Roads Construction Various 

2,900,000 2014 Preservation Bridges Construction 
2,000,000 2014 Brownfield Redevelopment Projects 
1,800,000 2014 ECC Equipment 
1,634,000 2014 Rehabilitation of Ralph Wilson Stadium 
1,600,000 2014 Infrastructure Upgrades Core Network 
1,500,000 2014 Highway Vehicle & Equipment Replacement Program 
1,100,000 2014 Countywide & Environmental Compliance 
1,000,000 2014 Countywide Parks Improvement 

800,000 2014 ECC Roofs 
735,000 2014 Bridge & Road Reconstruction Projects Federal Aid 
713,000 2014 Road Design 
600,000 2014 Small Bridge Inspection Program 
500,000 2014 Chestnut Ridge Park Culvert Replacement 
500,000 2014 Convention Center Needs Analysis 
500,000 2014 ECC Window & Door Replacement 
500,000 2014 Preservation of Roads Construction Highway Safety Improvements 
500,000 2014 Renovation to Toxicology Laboratory 
450,000 2014 Countywide Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing & Misc Improvements 
400,000 2014 Shelter Building & Comfort Station Replacement 
350,000 2014 Agriculture Rural Area Project planning 
350,000 2014 Parks & Golf Course Vehicles & Grounds & Turf Equipment 

           300,000 2014 Roads Pathways & Parking Lot Repairs 
           275,000 2014 Replacement of Equipment Medical Examiner 
           250,000 2014 Buffalo Niagara Convention Center Rehabilitation 
           250,000 2014 ECC Classroom Renovation Improvements 
           250,000 2014 Preservation Bridges & Culverts Design 
           250,000 2014 Purchase of Bookmobile 
           239,000 2014 Bridges Preservation Design projects 
           229,200 2014 Federal Aid Bridge Preservation Construction 
           200,000 2014 Dam Preservation Rehab & Regulatory Compliance Construction 
           171,000 2014 Road Slides Design 
           150,000 2014 Upgrade to Gasboy System 
           115,000 2014 Road Slides Construction 
           100,000 2014 Replacement Fleet Pool Vehicles 
           100,000 2014 Road Design Federal Aid Projects 
             90,000 2014 Replacement Shipping & Maintenance Vehicles 
             85,000 2014 ECC Masonry Project  
             52,800 2014 Security Upgrades Youth Detention Facility 
             50,000 2014 ECC Code Compliance 
             50,000 2014 Replacement Vans 
             43,380 2014 Security Upgrades Rath Building 
             37,552 2014 Computer Replacement 
             26,000 2014 Federal Aid Projects Right of Way 
             19,852 2014 Probation Replacement Vehicle 
             11,000 2014 Cabinet Replacement Youth Detention Facility 

$28,851,784 TOTAL – Capital Projects – Series A  

                                       
 

        $1,000,000      ECSD #3 Southtowns STP Phase II Design 

             319,246      ECSD #3 Southtowns STP Screwpumps/Hamburg PS Stairs 

             650,025      ECSD #6 Geneva Lane Sewer Extension 

             500,000      ECSD #3 Southtowns STP Dewatered Sludge Pumps 

             184,936      ECSD #2 Roofs SCADA & Misc 

             135,459      ECSD #6 Lackawanna STP Digester/Chlorine Building Misc 

   $2,789,666 TOTAL – Sewer Bonds – Series B 


